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Executive Summary  
 

This Business Plan prepared for the period 2022-2023 aims to continue supporting Pacific Parties 

implement the Basel and Waigani Conventions. Driven by the ultimate goal of a Pacific region in which 

human health and the environment are no longer threatened by toxic chemicals and the vision of the 

Centre as “the Pacific’s leading institution for strengthening and building capacity in integrated 

hazardous waste and substances management”, the activities and projects contained in this Plan uphold 

the lines of the previous Business Plan and build on the experience acquired in meeting these goal and 

vision. 

 

The plan is formulated based on priority issues identified by the Pacific countries in previous regional 

meetings and contemplating the need to conceptualize the projects, programmes and activities of an 

integrated hazardous waste and substances management scenario, paying attention to the life cycle of 

substances and products, hence, its execution is expected to contribute to facilitation of the 

implementation of the Basel, Waigani, Rotterdam, Stockholm and the recently adopted Minamata 

Conventions as an integrated activity. 

 

The Regional Centre sees itself as a strategic actor, facilitating the processes of regional and national 

capacity building and strengthening through training of the key national and regional actors in 

environmentally sound hazardous waste and substances management, as well as the preparation and 

dissemination of specialized information.  The execution of regional and national projects is thought to 

be a basic strategy for the transference of technology and successful experiences. 

 

It is in this sense that for this period we have identified the following strategic lines of action: 

 

1. Actively seeking support from Parties and development partners to boost its staff strength to 

ensure it meets it objectives as a regional Centre. 

2. Continue to expand its network and engagements with governments of the Pacific, regional 

organizations, academia and other international partners.  

3. Give its presence and role more visibility by having a more prominent position on the SPREP 

website with links to the Waigani and Basel Conventions.  

4. Pursue and build relationships with the private sector and civil society in the region to create 

opportunities for their involvement in the hazardous waste sector 

5. Strengthen its membership in fora such as the technical working groups of the BRS and 

Minamata conventions.  

6. Strengthen its relationships with donors to continue accessing resources to help its members.   

 

The budget for 2022-2023 consists of USD$3,180,000, corresponding to the activities and projects 

whose execution during the term is considered possible. 
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1.0 Information on the Centre 
 

1.1 Vision 
 

To be the Pacific’s leading institution for strengthening and building capacity in integrated hazardous 

wastes and substances management.   

 

1.2 Background 
 

The Pacific Regional Centre for Training and Technology Transfer for the joint implementation of the 

Basel and Waigani Conventions (PRC) was established on 18 December 2003 under a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) between the Secretariat of the Basel Convention (SBC) and Secretariat of the 

Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP). The decision (Decision VI/8) to establish the PRC 

within SPREP was made by the Sixth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Basel 

Convention. This decision was in line with Article 14 of the Basel Convention which calls for the 

establishment of regional centers for training and technology transfers regarding the management of 

hazardous and other wastes and the minimization of their generation.  

 

At present, the PRC is embedded into the Hazardous Waste Management unit of SPREP’s Waste 

Management and Pollution Control Programme (WMPC). The Center’s Director is the Hazardous 

Waste Management Adviser of WMPC. The organizational chart of WMPC below shows how the PRC 

fits in the SPREP’s structure.  

 

The core functions of the Centre as outlined in the above MoU are: 

1. Training 

Developing and implementing training programmes in hazardous waste management  

2. Technology transfer 

Identifying, developing, and strengthening mechanisms for the transfer of technology in the field 

of hazardous waste management.  

3. Information  

Receiving, gathering, assessing, compiling and exchanging information on hazardous waste to 

Parties.  

  

WMPC Director

Pollution Adviser
Solid Waste Management 

Adviser

Hazardous Waste 
Management Adviser 

(Director - PRC)
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4. Consulting 

Aiding and advice to Parties and non-Parties on environmentally sound management of hazardous 

waste 

5. Awareness raising 

Promoting the work of the Basel and Waigani Conventions in the Pacific and encouraging all 

countries to sign up to both conventions.  

 

The Centre extends its cooperation to other secretariats of relevant multilateral environmental 

agreements (MEA) that make up the Waste and Chemicals cluster of MEAs, including the Stockholm, 

Rotterdam, Minamata, SAICM and IMO Conventions. 

  

The Centre currently serves the following countries: Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, 

Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, 

Tuvalu and Vanuatu (See Annex 1 on Status of Ratification to the Basel and Waigani Convention). 

 

1.3 Governance 
 

The Centre is governed through the COP and a revolving Steering Committee that is appointed by the 

COP. This governance arrangement ensures that Pacific Parties to the Basel and Waigani Conventions 

have direct control over the operations of the Centre.  As such, the Centre is operated under the joint 

authority of the Parties to the Basel and Waigani Conventions in the Pacific region.  

 

Relevant decisions taken at the Basel and Waigani Convention COPs are translated into a Business Plan 

by the Director of the Centre and submitted to the Steering Committee for endorsement and execution 

by the Centre. The Steering Committee advises on the development and implementation of the activities 

of the Centre and to enhance national support to its work from countries served by the Centre. The 

overall monitoring of the Center’s activities against the Business Plan is the responsibility of the 

Steering Committee.   

 

Subject to the agreement of the Steering Committee, any non-Party State to the Basel and Waigani 

Conventions outside the Pacific region, non-governmental organisation, entity, private sector 

organisation, academic institution, or other organisation may participate in the activities of the Centre.   

 

The Steering Committee is composed of five (5) members nominated by the countries to be served by 

the Centre through a process of consultation, for a period of four (4) years with the members being 

experts of recognized standing and with experience in the environmentally sound management of 

hazardous wastes and other wastes.  The representative of SBC, SPREP and the Director of the Centre 

will participate in the meetings of the Committee ex officio.  The members of the Committee elect by 

consensus the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson of the Committee from among its members for a 

period of four (4) years.  The Chairperson, in consultation with SBC, SPREP and the Director of the 

Centre, convene the ordinary meetings of the Committee at least every two years.  Extraordinary 

meetings may be convened by the Chairperson, when required, in consultation with SBC and SPREP. 
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The current members of the Steering Committee are: Chair: New Zealand; Vanuatu (representing the 

Melanesian sub-region), Federated States of Micronesia (representing the Micronesian sub-region), 

Samoa (representing the Polynesian sub-region) and Australia.  New Zealand were absent at the last 

meeting so Niue filled in as Chair. Marshall Islands filled in for Federated States of Micronesia who 

were also absent.  

 

1.4 Staffing 
 

The overall responsibility for the operation and administration of the Centre rests with its Director. The 

Director of the Centre is appointed by agreement between the Executive Secretary of the Secretariat of 

the Basel Convention (SBC) and the Director General of SPREP. At present, the Director of the Centre 

is SPREP’s Hazardous Waste Management Adviser.  Core staff from WMPC and other SPREP 

Programmes dedicate part of their time attending to the Centre’s activities which assists SPREP perform 

its role as the Secretariat of the Waigani Conventions.  The staffing of the regional Centre is governed 

by the SPREP staff regulations while the activities of the Centre are carried out under the general 

guidance and supervision of the SBC and SPREP who also coordinate the activities of the Centre with 

the relevant activities of other Basel Convention Regional Centres or of the Parties to the Basel and 

Waigani Conventions, as well as with international organizations, programmes and other global and 

regional conventions. 

 

1.5 Funding 
 

The Centre does not receive direct funding per se. The funding of activities related to the role of the 

Centre as the Secretariat to the Waigani Convention is primarily through the subscription fees of Parties 

to the convention. This is restricted to the COPs of Waigani Convention and the meetings of the 

Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC).   

Projects undertaken by the Centre through the WMPC Programme are funded by various donor 

countries and organizations.  

The Director of the Centre is funded by the Australian government through donor support to the core 

programmes of SPREP. Other core staff of WMPC who assist the Director of the Centre from time to 

time are funded by the New Zealand and Australian governments.  

 

1.6 Contact information 

 

The Pacific Regional Centre for Training and Technology Transfer for the joint implementation of the 

Basel and Waigani Conventions key contact is: 

 

Mr Joshua Sam 

Hazardous Waste Management Adviser 

Waste Management and Pollution Control Division 

Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) 

PO Box 240 

Apia, Samoa 

joshuas@sprep.org or wasteteam@sprep.org 
 

Tel +685 21929 

Fax +685 20231 

mailto:joshuas@sprep.org
mailto:wasteteam@sprep.org
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2.0 The Centre and the Basel and Waigani Convention 
 

2.1 Performance of the core functions 
 

The PRC works in cooperation with Parties in the region to effect the core functions of the Basel 

Convention Regional Centres established in decision VI/3 of the Conference of the Parties. 

 

A review of the PRC undertaken in 2021 revealed several issues affecting its performance. The review 

found that the Centre’s role in hazardous waste management in the Pacific could be strengthened. The 

significance of the Centre as an institution is often overshadowed by SPREPs WMPC Programme and 

this could be improved by a reorganization of the PRC. The review also called for a reinvigoration of 

the 5-member steering committee so they can support the Centre in achieving its objectives.   

Despite the above setbacks, the Centre continues to attract funding and technical assistance for SPREP 

to support improved hazardous waste management in the Pacific region.     

 

As a regional centre of the Basel Convention, the Centre has been invited to attend the annual Regional 

Centres Director’s meetings. This meeting serves as a very important forum for the exchange of 

information on policy and technological issues surrounding hazardous waste and chemicals. As these 

meetings are attended by other regional centres and staff of the BRS Secretariat, this is also a great 

opportunity for networking so the Centre can utilize these connections to its advantage when executing 

its programmes. The Centre held its first Pre-COP for the BRS triple COPs in 2019 in which the 

Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention attended to help prepare Parties in the region for the BRS 

COPs in 2019.  

 

The Centre also has served as a facilitator for technology transfer within the region, specifically through 

the preparation of technical guidelines and regional Action Plans for waste management streams such 

as asbestos, healthcare waste and e-waste.  

 

2.2 Opportunities for improvement 
 

2.2.1 Staffing 

The Centre continues to struggle to serve Parties in the region effectively due to its limited manpower. 

The core functions of the Centre are performed by the Director who is SPREP’s Hazardous Waste 

Management Adviser. A dedicated staff member will greatly improve the effectiveness of the Centre in 

servicing its members.  

 

2.2.2 Visibility 

The existence and the work of the Centre is unknown by many key stakeholders in governments and 

industry across the Pacific. There is a need for the Centre to be promoted through the SPREP website 

and various platforms such as the Clean Pacific Roundtable and the Cleaner Pacific 2025. Given the 

Centre’s limited resources, visibility could be attained by greater promotion of the Waigani Convention 

and its support services. The current link to the Waigani Convention on SPREP’s website could be 

improved to provide more resource materials for Parties.  
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2.2.3 Sustainable financing and resourcing 

The Centre does not at present receive direct funding support, so a mechanism needs to be developed 

to co-finance the activities of the Centre. Opportunities for funding through mechanism under the 

Waigani and Basel Conventions will be explored as well as projects and requests to donor governments.  

 

2.3  Cooperation with the Rotterdam, Stockholm and Minamata Conventions 
 

The Waigani, Basel, Minamata, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions are key international 

agreements that regulate the use and trans-boundary movement of hazardous chemicals and wastes in 

the Pacific.  Countries signed to these conventions have undertaken to manage or track the importation 

and movement of hazardous chemicals and wastes in the region to ensure that they are disposed in an 

environmentally sound manner.  However, country officials are often untrained in these procedures, 

which place the Pacific region at risk.  To improve this situation, SPREP has established working 

relationships with the Secretariats of all these global conventions and have undertaken a number of 

activities in the region. SPREP is currently executing agency for Minamata Initial Assessment projects 

in seven (7) Pacific island countries. SPREP is also executing agency for the review and update of 

National Implementation Pans under the Basel Convention in five (5) countries of the region.  

 

3.0 Regional Needs Assessment 

 

Waste and pollution have significant impacts on the region’s environment, as well as on public health, 

drinking water quality, fisheries, agriculture, and tourism and on the quality of life in general.  Poor 

waste management and pollution are also major threats to sustainable development in Pacific Island 

Countries and Territories.  Improving the region’s skills base and technical capacity and increasing 

awareness of waste management and pollution control issues are central to the Centre’s and SPREP’s 

role.  

 

While most Pacific island countries have made significant steps towards protecting the environment, 

much remains to be done.  There are also a few legacy issues from the past that need to be addressed 

including the buildup of stockpiles of obsolete chemicals and hazardous waste around the region. 

 

In recent times, a significant amount of work in waste management has been undertaken in the region. 

All these work is driven by the Pacific Regional Waste and Pollution Management Strategy 2016-2025 

(Cleaner Pacific 2025) which was reviewed by SPREP in 2020. All SPREP member countries have 

developed national waste management strategies that are aligned to Cleaner Pacific 2025. Meanwhile, 

the work on pollution prevention in the marine environment is guided by the Pacific Regional Action 

Plan on Marine Litter 2018-2025. Previously developed regional management plans on asbestos, E-

waste, and healthcare waste will be updated under upcoming projects.  

 

The Cleaner Pacific 2025 and all other regional waste management plans stem from the chemicals and 

waste cluster of multilateral environmental agreements in particular the Basel and Waigani 

Conventions. There is a strong link between the Basel and Waigani Convention, a fact mirrored in the 
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establishment of the Centre. Generally, the Waigani Convention duplicates the Basel Convention in the 

Pacific region.  

 

3.1 Barriers to effective management of chemicals and hazardous wastes 

 

Baseline assessments undertaken in framing the Cleaner Pacific 2025 and several hazardous waste 

management projects of the past and present highlighted barriers and priorities of issues that were 

pertinent to the management of hazardous wastes in the Pacific. These include: 

 

• Lack of knowledge of chemicals and hazardous wastes issues 

• Lack of targeted and user-friendly information on chemicals and hazardous wastes issues 

• Lack of adequately trained personnel and the need for much more institutional strengthening 

• Lack of in country trainers  

• Lack of coverage of new emerging issues in existing educational curricula 

• Poor systems in countries for chemical handling, storage and use, and information management 

• Lack of guidelines and manuals to deal with specific waste streams generated in the Pacific 

region 

• Lack of data on fate and transportation of chemicals and hazardous wastes in the region 

• Lack of appropriate legislation in some countries 

• Lack of knowledge on alternatives to certain toxic chemicals 

• Lack of established control systems for managing chemicals and hazardous wastes including 

import information 

• An absence of appropriate disposal facilities and is expensive to move them to another country 

for disposal purposes 

• PICs still learning about the requirements of regional and international MEAs such as Waigani, 

Basel, Stockholm and Rotterdam Conventions and the procedures therein 

 

By supporting Pacific Parties in implementing the Basel and Waigani Conventions, the Centre is 

helping them overcome the above barriers. The Centre works with various donors through projects to 

strengthen capacity deficits in regulatory and policy frameworks, training of policy makers and 

operators and the setting up of hazardous waste management systems. The Centre is also vocal in 

advocating for the environmentally sound management of hazardous waste to high level officials in 

order to raise the profile of the sector in the respective countries’ development agenda.  
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3.2 Priority needs and issues for chemical and hazardous waste management 
 

The above list of barriers to improved implementation of chemical and hazardous waste management 

can be prioritized to the key areas below: 

 

• Improved legal and policy frameworks  

• Appropriate chemicals and hazardous waste management systems  

• Relevant training of government officials and technical officers 

• Development and dissemination of technical guidelines on specific hazardous waste streams 

generated in the Pacific region 

• Political support and adequate funding  

• Promotion of economies that support cleaner production and circular economies to reduce uses 

of hazardous and toxic chemicals  

 

The above priorities will require significant resources for the Centre to support Parties in addressing 

them. Hazardous waste and chemicals have only received heightened government attention in recent 

years so many countries are only beginning to put in place Action Plans to address many of these barriers 

and issues.  The countries have also recognized the benefits of taking a synergistic approach to chemical 

and hazardous waste management by integrating the relevant MEAs and frameworks such as Waigani, 

BRS and Minamata Conventions. 

 

4.0 Proposed activities 
 

The Pacific Regional Centre Business Plan for 2022-2023 will continue some work commenced in 

previous years and continued in 2020 and 2021. This includes work on: 

1. Training for environment and customs officers 

2. Technical assistance to Parties 

3. Preparation for COPs 

4. On the ground improvements through projects 

 

The Business Plan 2022-2023 will also include follow up and early work to implement the findings and 

recommendations of the Review of the Waigani Convention that was undertaken in 2021. 

 

This Business Plan will discontinue plans for a dedicated website on the PRC due to resource constraints 

and also the proposed compliance mechanism under the Waigani Convention due to the shift of focus 

to findings of the 2021 review of the convention. The implementation of the Strategic framework of the 

Basel Convention for 2012-2021 is also discontinued as it has ended and is currently being evaluated.  

 

The 2022-2023 Business Plan therefore focuses on the strengthening of the capacity of the Centre and 

supporting Parties to implement the Basel and Waigani Conventions.  

 

4.1 Strengthening the capacity of the Centre 
 

The Centre is now well established in the region and will continue to play a prominent role in the safe 

and sound management of hazardous wastes. The increased funding received for various hazardous 
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waste programmes initiatives in the last 3 years means, the Centre needs to strengthen its capacity. It 

will do this by: 

 

7. Actively seeking support from Parties and development partners to boost its staff strength to 

ensure it meets it objectives as a regional Centre. 

8. Continue to expand its network and engagements with governments of the Pacific, regional 

organizations, academia and other international partners.  

9. Give its presence and role more visibility by having a more prominent position on the SPREP 

website with links to the Waigani and Basel Conventions.  

10. Pursue and build relationships with the private sector and civil society in the region to create 

opportunities for their involvement in the hazardous waste sector 

11. Strengthen its membership in fora such as the technical working groups of the BRS and 

Minamata conventions.  

12. Strengthen its relationships with donors to continue accessing resources to help its members.   
 

As the region grows, its amount of hazardous waste will also increase thus the need for the Centre to be 

always seeking ways to continuously improve its service to members.  

 

4.2 Activities for the implementation of the Basel and Waigani Conventions 
 

4.2.1 Pre and Post COP support to Parties  
 

The Centre has received funding support from the EU to improve the participation of members at 

Meetings of the Conference of the Parties for the BRS and Waigani Conventions. It will conduct 

Negotiation training to enable members to achieve better outcomes at COPs and other subsidiary 

meetings of the conventions. The Centre will continue to prepare members for their active and effective 

participation at COPs by hosting Pre-COP meetings. 

The Centre will also assist Parties implement decisions from COPs such as the Basel Convention Plastic 

Waste Amendments.  

Apart from assistance with the Basel and Waigani Conventions, the Centre may offer support to Parties 

requiring its assistance in the upcoming negotiations on a possible global plastics agreement, where the 

discussions intersect with the Basel and Waigani Conventions.  

 

4.2.2 Technical Assistance 

The past year has seen a slight increase in request for technical assistance from members so the Centre 

will continue to avail itself to them accordingly. It will continue to share information and provide advice 

to reduce instances of illegal movements and dumping in the region. The Centre will also clamp down 

on illegal dumping by training relevant Customs Officers and Port Officials.  

 

4.2.3 National Development Plans  

Countries in the Pacific continue to escalate hazardous waste up their order of national priorities and 

need assistance in incorporating these into government policies and plans. The Centre will continue to 

support the development of hazardous waste management strategies for members to help them deal with 

their unique challenges.  
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4.2.4 Environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes 

Table 1 on page 15 shows projects that are earmarked to assist Members address various aspects of 

hazardous waste management in the next two years. These projects are funded through donors and will 

be executed by SPREP’s Waste Management and Pollution Control Programme.  

 

4.3  Synergies activities  
 

Fundraising 
 

The Centre will continue to seek funding opportunities to support its members in implementing the 

conventions. Potential funding opportunities include the governments of the Metropolitan Members of 

SPREP and annual funding rounds under the various conventions special programmes.  

 

5.0 Financial information 
 

5.1 Main sources of funding 
 

Core activities of the Centre are funded by annual subscription fee of Parties to the Waigani 

Conventions while the lone staff of the Centre is funded by the Australian government as SPREP’s 

Hazardous Waste Management Adviser. 

Projects are funded from various donors. From 2021-2023 confirmed sources of funding for projects 

include the European Union, Agence Francaise de Developpement (AFD), Global Environment Facility 

and UNEP.  

 

5.2 Key partners and stakeholders 
 

The Centre relies heavily on the support and collaboration of its partners and stakeholders. These 

include: 
 

1 UNEP 

2 BRS Secretariat 

3 Minamata Convention Secretariat 

4 FAO 

5 GEF 

6 EU 

7 AFD 

8 Parties in the region 

9 University of South Pacific 

10 Newcastle University 

 

5.3 Proposed budget for activities  
 

The Centre’s estimate budget for the year 2022-2023 is USD$3,180,000 

 

6.0  Annexes 
 

 

 



 

13 

 

 

Table 1: Proposed activities and budget 2022-2023 

 

Focus Area Activities Responsibility Timeframe 

 

Budget ($) Source 

Capacity of PRC 

 

Improved visibility of 

PRC 

Undertake improvements to the current web page 

of the Waigani Convention and the PRC on the 

SPREP website 

PRC 2022-2023 0 NA 

Revive previous work on developing a logo for the 

Waigani Convention and PRC 

PRC/STAC 2022-2023 5,000 Waigani 

Convention 

Maintain presence at COPs and other fora  2022-2023   
Increased staff capacity Prepare submission to SPREP for funding support 

to recruit a Hazardous Waste Management Officer 

PRC 2022-2023 0 NA 

Attend training on MEAs and Negotiations  PRC 2022-2023 5,000 EU 

Implementation of the Basel and Waigani Conventions 

 

  

Pre and Post COP 

support 

Convene Pre-COPs meetings to prepare Pacific 

Parties to BRS, Waigani and Minamata 

Conventions COPs 

 

PRC/STAC/SPREP 2022-2023 40,000 EU 

Undertake negotiation training for Parties  PRC/SPREP 2022-2023 20,000 EU 

Convene Post-COPs meetings for Pacific Parties to 

BRS,  Waigani and Minamata to support follow up 

actions and implementation of COP outcomes.  

 

PRC/STAC/SPREP 2022-2023 40,000 EU 

Training and technical 

assistance 

Customs and Environment Officers training for 

requesting Parties 

PRC 2022-2023 20,000 EU 

National development 

plans 

Develop national hazardous waste management 

strategies for all Parties to Waigani Convention 

SPREP/PRC/STAC 2022-2023 400,000 GEF 
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Environmentally sound 

management of 

hazardous waste 

Implementation of various activities for asbestos 

management 

SPREP 2022-2023 350,000 EU/GEF 

 Implementation of various activities for E-waste 

management 

SPREP 2022-2023 450,000 EU/GEF 

 Implementation of various activities for used oil 

management 

SPREP 2022-2023 350,000 AFD/GEF 

 Implementation of various activities for healthcare 

waste management  

SPREP 2022-2023 350,000 EU/GEF 

 Implementation of various activities for mercury 

management 
SPREP 2022-2023 350,000 GEF 

 Collection and disposal of POPs SPREP 2022-2023 800,000 GEF 

      
Outcomes of the Review of Waigani Convention 

 

Findings and 

recommendations 

Development of a workplan to implement findings 

and recommendations of the review  

PRC/STAC 2022-2023 TBC TBC* 

 

 
*To be confirmed by WC COP11
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Annex 1: Status of Ratification/Accession to the Waigani Convention 
 

 

Done at Waigani, Papua New Guinea 16 September 1995 

Entered into Force 21 October 2001 

Status 27 March 2015 

Depositary Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat 

[PIFS] 

Secretariat Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme 

[SPREP] 

 

Party Signed Ratified In Force 

Australia 16 September 1995 17 August 1998 21 October 2001 

Cook Islands 17 September 1995 30 October 2000 21 October 2001 

Micronesia, Fed. 

States 
17 September 1995 26 January 1996 21 October 2001 

Fiji 16 September 1995 18 April 1996 21 October 2001 

Kiribati 16 September 1995 28 June 2001 21 October 2001 

France - - - - - - 

Marshall Is, Rep - - - - -  

Nauru 16 September 1995 - - - - 

New Zealand 16 September 1995 30 November 2000 21 October 2001 

Niue 16 September 1995 22 July 2003 21 August 2003 

Palau 16 September 1995 - - - - 

Papua New Guinea 16 September 1995 11 December 1995 21 October 2001 

Samoa 16 September 1995 23 May 2001 21 October 2001 

Solomon Islands 16 September 1995 7 October 1998 21 October 2001 

Tonga 16 September 1995 22 May 2003 21 June 2003 

Tuvalu - - 21 September 2001 21 October 2001 

USA - - -   - - 

Vanuatu 16 September 1995 18 January  2008 17 February 2008 

 



 

16 

 

Annex 2: Status of Ratification/Accession to the Basel Convention 
 

Done at Basel, Switzerland 22 March 1989 

Entered into Force 5 May 1992 

Status 27 March 2015 

Depositary Secretary General of the United Nations 

Secretariat United Nations Environment Programme [UNEP] 

 

Party Signed Ratified In Force 

Australia   5th February 1992   

Cook Islands   29th April 2004   

Micronesia, Fed. 

States 
  6th September 1995   

Fiji - - - - - - 

Kiribati   7th September 2000   

France 22nd March 1989 1st July 1991   

Marshall Is, Rep   27th January 2003   

Nauru   12th November 2001   

New Zealand 18th December 1989 20th December 1994   

Niue - - - - - - 

Palau   8th September 2011   

Papua New Guinea   1st September 1995   

Samoa   22nd March 2002   

Solomon Islands - - - - - - 

Tonga   26th March 2010   

Tuvalu - - - - - - 

USA 22nd March 1990 - - - - 

Vanuatu - - - - - - 
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Annex 3: Competent Authorities and Focal Points to the Waigani Convention 
 

PARTY COMPETENT AUTHORITY FOCAL POINT 

Australia 

Signed: 16 Sept 1995 

Ratified: 17 August 1998 

In Force: 21 Oct 2001 

 

(Updated: 25 June 2014) 

Director, 

Hazardous Waste Section 

Department of the Environment 

GPO Box 787 

2601 Canberra 

ACT 

Australia 

Tel: (61 2) 62 74 14 11 

Fax: (61 2) 62 74 11 64 

E-mail: hwa@environment.gov.au 

Director, 

Hazardous Waste Section 

Department of the Environment 

GPO Box 787 

2601 Canberra 

ACT 

Australia 

Tel: (61 2) 62 74 14 11 

Fax: (61 2) 62 74 11 64 

E-mail: hwa@environment.gov.au 

Cook Islands  

Signed: 17 Sept 1995 

Ratified: 30 October 2000 

In Force: 21 Oct 2001 

 

(Updated: 28 June 2014) 

Mr. Vaitoti Tupa 

Director, 

National Environment Service 

PO Box 371 Rarotonga 

Cook Islands 

Tel: (682) 21256 

Fax: (682) 22256 

Email: resources@cookislands.gov.ck 

vaitoti.tupa@cookislands.gov.ck 

Website: www.environment.gov.ck 

Mrs. Myra Patai 

Secretary 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Immigration 

PO Box 105 Rarotonga 

Cook Islands 

Tel: (682) 29347 

Fax: (682) 21247 

Email: secfa@cookislands.gov.ck 

Website: www.mfai.gov.ck 

Federated States of 

Micronesia (FSM) 

Signed: 17 Sept 1995 

Ratified: 26 January 1996 

In Force: 21 Oct 2001 

 

(Updated: 25 June 2014) 

Mr. Andrew Yatilman 

Director 

Office of Environment and Emergency 

Management (OEEM) 

PS 69 FSM National Government 

96941 Palikir, Pohnpei 

Micronesia (Federated States of) 

Tel: (691) 320 8814/8815 

Fax: (691) 320 8936 

Email: andrewy@mail.fm 

Hon Lorin S Robert 

Secretary 

Department of Foreign Affair 

PO Box 123 

96941 Palikir, Pohnpei 

Federated States of Micronesia 

Tel: (691) 320 2613 

Fax: (691) 3202933 

Email: foreignaffairs@mail.fm; 

Lsrobert123@gmail.com 

Fiji  

Signed: 16 Sept 1995 

Ratified: 18 April 1996 

In Force: 21 Oct 2001 

 

(Updated: ) 

Director of Environment 

Ministry of Local Government Housing and 

Environment 

PO Box 2131 

Government Buildings 

SUVA, Fiji 

Telephone: (679) 311 699 

Fax: (679) 312 879 

Email: aminiasi.qareqare@environment.gov.fj 

Director of Environment 

Ministry of Local Government Housing and 

Environment 

PO Box 2131 

Government Buildings 

SUVA, Fiji 

Telephone: (679) 311 699 

Fax: (679) 312 879 

Email: aminiasi.qareqare@environment.gov.fj 

Kiribati 

Signed: 16 Sept 1995 

Ratified: 28 June 2001 

In Force: 21 Oct 2001 

 

(Updated: 10 May 2014) 

Mr. Timi Kaiekieki 

Secretary 

Ministry of Environment, Lands, and 

Agriculture Development (MELAD) 

PO Box 234, Bikenibeu, Tarawa 

Kiribati 

Tel: (686) 28647/28211 

Fax: (686) 28334 

E-mail: timikb@gmail.com 

Mr. Timi Kaiekieki 

Secretary 

Ministry of Environment, Lands, and Agriculture 

Development (MELAD) 

PO Box 234, Bikenibeu, Tarawa 

Kiribati 

Tel: (686) 28647/28211 

Fax: (686) 28334 

E-mail: timikb@gmail.com 

New Zealand 

Signed: 16 Sept 1995 

Ratified: 30 November 

2000 

In Force: 21 Oct 2001 

 

(Updated: ) 

Hazardous Substances 

Environmental Protection Authority 

PO Box 1473 

Wellington 6140 

NEW ZEALAND 

Tel: (644) 916 2426 

Fax: (644) 914 0433 

Email: importexport@epa.govt.nz 

Mr. Penny Race 

Waigani Convention Focal Point  

International Climate and Environment 

Ministry for the Environment 

PO Box 10362, Wellington 

NEW ZEALAND 

Tel: (644) 439 7400 

Fax: (644) 439 7700 

Email: waigani@mfe.govt.nz 

Niue 

Signed: 16 Sept 1995 

Ratified: 22 July 2003 

In Force: 21 Aug 2003 

 

(Updated: ) 

Mr Sauni Tongatule 

Director 

Department of Environment 

Telephone: (683) 4021 

E-mail: sauni.tongatule@mail.gov.nu 

Office for External Affairs 

Premier’s Department 

PO Box 40 

Alofi 

Niue 

Tel: (683) 4200 

mailto:hwa@environment.gov.au
mailto:hwa@environment.gov.au
mailto:resources@cookislands.gov.ck
mailto:vaitoti.tupa@cookislands.gov.ck
http://www.environment.gov.ck/
mailto:secfa@cookislands.gov.ck
http://www.mfai.gov.ck/
mailto:andrewy@mail.fm
mailto:foreignaffairs@mail.fm
mailto:Lsrobert123@gmail.com
mailto:aminiasi.qareqare@environment.gov.fj
mailto:aminiasi.qareqare@environment.gov.fj
mailto:timikb@gmail.com
mailto:timikb@gmail.com
mailto:importesport@epa.govt.nz
mailto:waigani@mfe.govt.nz
mailto:sauni.tongatule@mail.gov.nu
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Fax: (683) 4206/4232 

Email: christine.external@mail.gov.nu 

Papua New Guinea 

Signed: 16 Sept 1995 

Ratified: 11 Dec. 1995 

In Force: 21 Oct 2001 

 

(Updated: 18 June 2014) 

Secretary 

Department of Environment and Conservation 

1st Floor, B-Mobile House 

PO Box 6601 

Boroko, NCD 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

Tel: (675) 3014500 

Fax: (675) 325 0182 

E-mail: guntherjoku@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Department of Environment and Conservation 

1st Floor, B-Mobile House 

PO Box 6601 

Boroko, NCD 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

Tel: (675) 3014500 

Fax: (675) 325 0182 

E-mail: guntherjoku@gmail.com 

Samoa 

Signed: 16 Sept 1995 

Ratified: 23 May 2001 

In Force: 21 Oct. 2001 

 

(Updated: 5 June 2014) 

Chief Executive Officer 

Ministry of Natural Resources & Environment. 

Private Mail Bag 

APIA 

Samoa 

Tel: (685) 23701 

Fax: (685) 23176 

Email: amataga.penaia@mnre.gov.ws 

Secretary 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

PO Box L1859 

APIA 

Samoa 

Tel: (685) 63333 

Fax: (685) 21504 

Email: mfa@mfa.gov.ws  

Solomon Islands  

Signed: 16 Sept 1995 

Ratified: 7 October 1998 

In Force: 21 Oct 2001 

 

(Updated: 3 July 2014) 

Director 

Environment and Conservation Division 

Ministry of Environment, Climate Change, 

Disaster Management and Meteorology 

PO Box 21, Honiara 

Solomon Islands 

Telephone: (677) 28611 

Fax: (677) 22824 

E-mail: horokoujoe@gmail.com 

Dr. Melchior Mataki 

Permanent Secretary 

Ministry of Environment, Climate Change, Disaster 

Management and Meteorology 

PO Box 21, Honiara 

Solomon Islands 

Telephone: (677) 27751/23031 

E-mail: psmataki@mecm.gov.sb 

Tonga 

Signed: 16 Sept 1995 

Ratified: 22 May 2003 In 

Force: 21 June 2003 

 

(Updated: 7 July 2014) 

Ministry of Environment , Energy, Climate 

Change, Disaster Management, Meteorology, 

Information & Communications 

(MEECCDMMIC) 

PO Box 917 

Nuku’alofa 

Tonga 

Tel: (676) 25050/28170 

Fax: (676) 25051/24861 

E-mail: paulm@mic.gov.to 

Secretary 

Ministry of Environment, Energy, Climate Change, 

Disaster Management, Meteorology, Information & 

Communications (MEECCDMMIC) 

PO Box 917 

Nukua’alofa 

Tonga 

Tel: (676) 25050/28173 

Fax: (676) 25051/24861 

E-mail: paulm@mic.gov.to 

Tuvalu 

Acceded : 21 Sept 2001  

In Force : 21 Oct 2001 

 

(Updated 1 July 2014) 

Ms. Susana Taupo 

Director of SWAT 

Ministry of Home Affairs 

Funafuti 

Tuvalu 

Tel: +688 20 164 

Email: swat@gov.tv; stelakau@gov.tv or 

susey84@gmail.com 

Pasuna Tuaga 

Assistant Secretary 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade, Tourism, 

Environment and Labour. 

Government of Tuvalu 

Funafuti 

Tuvalu 

Tel: +688 20 117 

Email: ptuaga@gov.tv or marx.prince@yahoo.com 

Vanuatu 

Signed:  

Ratified: 17 Feb 2008 

In Force: 17 Feb 2008 

 

(Updated 25 June 2014) 

Mr. Trinison Tari 

Acting Director 

Department of Environmental Protection and 

Conservation  

George Pompidou Building  

PMB 9063  

Port Vila, Vanuatu 

Telephone: (678) 5333830 

Fax: (678) 22227 

E-mail: ttari@vanuatu.gov.vu 

Mr. Trinison Tari 

Acting Director 

Department of Environmental Protection and 

Conservation  

George Pompidou Building  

PMB 9063  

Port Vila, Vanuatu 

Telephone: (678) 5333830 

Fax: (678) 22227 

E-mail: ttari@vanuatu.gov.vu 

 

 

NON –PARTIES to Waigani Convention but Basel Convention Parties 

 

Marshall Islands 

Signed:  

Ratified:  

In Force: 

 

(Updated: ) 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

P.O. Box 1349 

96960 Majuro 

Marshall Islands 

Telephone: +692 625 31 81 

Fax: +692 625 49 79 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

P.O. Box 1349 

96960 Majuro 

Marshall Islands 

Telephone: +692 625 31 81 

Fax: +692 625 49 79 

mailto:christine.external@mail.gov.nu
mailto:guntherjoku@gmail.com
mailto:guntherjoku@gmail.com
mailto:amataga.penaia@mnre.gov.ws
mailto:horokoujoe@gmail.com
mailto:psmataki@mecm.gov.sb
mailto:paulm@mic.gov.to
mailto:paulm@mic.gov.to
mailto:swat@gov.tv
mailto:stelakau@gov.tv
mailto:susey84@gmail.com
mailto:ptuaga@gov.tv
mailto:marx.prince@yahoo.com
mailto:ttari@vanuatu.gov.vu
mailto:ttari@vanuatu.gov.vu
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Email: mofapol@ntamar.net Email: mofapol@ntamar.net 

Nauru 

Signed: 16 Sept 1995 

Ratified:  

In Force:  

 

(Updated: ) 

Secretary 

Department of Commerce, Industry and 

Environment 

Government Office Building 

Yaren District 

Republic of Nauru 

Tel: 674 5573133 

E-mail: elkoga28@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Department of Commerce, Industry and 

Environment 

Government Office Building 

Yaren District 

Republic of Nauru 

Tel: 674 5573133 

E-mail: elkoga28@gmail.com 

Palau 

Signed:  

Ratified:  

In Force: 

 

(Updated: ) 

Hon. Billy G. Kuartei 

Minister of State 

The National Capitol 

Ngerulmud 

Republic of Palau 93939 

Tel: (680) 767-2490/2509 

Fax: (680) 767-2443 

Email: minister@palaumos.net 

Hon. Billy G. Kuartei 

Minister of State 

The National Capitol 

Ngerulmud 

Republic of Palau 93939 

Tel: (680) 767-2490/2509 

Fax: (680) 767-2443 

Email: minister@palaumos.net 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:mofapol@ntamar.net
mailto:mofapol@ntamar.net
mailto:elkoga28@gmail.com
mailto:elkoga28@gmail.com
mailto:minister@palaumos.net
mailto:minister@palaumos.net

